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led to serious misunderstandings. On February
the Third Plenary Session of the Kuomintang was
to be held in Nanking: the Reds were especially
anxious to have their own "United Front" proposals
come up for favourable consideration at this Party
Congress. In the meantime, they were opposed to
any violent action of any kind, and most of all to a
general outbreak of hostilities.
In Sian, in the last days of January, one felt on all
sides the clash of different interests and different
policies within the "rebel" forces. Po Ku and other
Red leaders spent many hours in patient explanation
of their policy to the young Tungpei group; but
without conspicuous success. For the first time the
new "line" of the Communist Party was being tried
out; conciliation was a strange weapon for the Red
Army to be using, but they did not spare their efforts
to restrain their more eager and rebellious associates,
In the end their counsel carried the day. But not
before the split in the camp had developed into open
insurrection.